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One day perhaps these two budding snooker players, 
right, will be the winners of these coveted trophies, For 
now they’re just enjoying holding them for none other than 
the four times world snooker champion John Higgins, 
winner of last month’s Indian Open, and runner up 
Anthony McGill.

Our High School boys, Shanaulla and Sridhar, right, had 
the most wonderful experience of their lives when they 
were invited to attend the world-ranking tournament in 
Vishakapatnam by Jason Ferguson, Chairman of the 
World Professional Billiards and Snooker Association. 
Accompanied by their snooker tutor, Prabu, and VMT 
trustee Ali, they spent three days watching some of the 
world’s best players battle it out for the Indian Open title. 
They were also thoroughly spoilt by Jason Ferguson and 
another WPBSA director, Nigel Mawer, as well as the 
players themselves. John Higgins presented them with 
his cue chalk and bowtie which are now in a glass case in 
the High School’s snooker room.

After just a couple of years playing snooker, thanks to 
supporter Peter Bainbridge who gave us the table, and 
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Update from Sylvia Holder, Founder Trustee

The Venkatraman Memorial Trust, known as the Venkat Trust, was set up in 2004 in memory of Venkat, a boy whose education 
was sponsored by trustee Sylvia Holder, and who sadly was killed in a road accident at the age of 27. It provides and improves 
educational facilities for schoolchildren and young people in the poor fishing village of Kovalam in Tamil Nadu, South India. 

Every penny donated goes to the Venkat Trust. All UK costs are met by the trustees.
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Left, back row: 
Jason Ferguson,
Nigel Mawer, Ali; 
front row Sridhar,
Shanaulla, Anthony 
McGill, runner
up. Below, with winner 
John Higgins

the WPBSA for its transportation from London to Chennai, 
we have set our sights high. We are the only Government 
school in India with a snooker table and thanks to Prabu’s 
tuition our team has done themselves proud against 
formidable competition at various tournaments. Snooker 
was invented in India and we aim to become the flagship 
of schools’ snooker in Tamil Nadu

Our income since the Venkat Trust was set up in 2004 has now passed 
the £1 million mark which means that £1 million has gone to Kovalam. 
Knowing that the trustees pick up the tab for all UK expenses is, we know, 
very important to you. Small we may be but not many charities of our size 
can claim such success – the transformation of a village with a shocking 
reputation for its standard of education into a model of excellence. Thank 
you for making it all possible through your loyal and generous help and 
please continue to support us. There is still much to be done to give all 
children in Kovalam the chance to realise their potential.
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Advance notice – very advanced – of two events which 
I hope will be of interest to you: one in April next year, the 
other in January 2019! The first is our biennial curry lunch 
which will again be held at the Sussex County Cricket 
Ground in Hove. We need to book a non-match day to get 
parking facilities on the ground so please pencil in April 
8, 22 and 29 and I’ll confirm the date when the fixture list 
comes out next month. I’m happy to say that JR will be 
coming from Kovalam to be with us and, as in previous 
years, I’m sure it will be a very successful and happy day. 
I hope you can join us. 

And the second event is from 25 to 27 January 2019 - in 
Kovalam! I would be delighted if you would join me there to 
celebrate – God willing – my 80th birthday. We’ll take you to 
see both the schools and other VMT projects. There will be 
a sponsored children’s get together as well as a tour of the 
village. We’ll see some village houses, the fishing beach, 
fish market and “downtown” Kovalam, a kaleidoscope of 
shops, pavement stalls, cars, tuktuks, motor bikes, cows 

and goats. Sponsors will have the opportunity to meet their 
children in their homes. The finale will be a huge party for 
hundreds of children, supporters and friends. 

 Mamallapuram, with its famous Shore Temple, is close-by 
and has lots of cheap and cheerful shops, while the former 
French colony of Pondicherry is only a couple of hours 
away. Tarry a while to go further afield in Tamil Nadu, the 
Land of Temples, or visit our neighbouring state, beautiful 
Kerala. 

It’s far too early to ask for a commitment but it would help 
me just to know of possible interest in either or both events. 
I’d be very grateful if you would return my e-mail just 
with the words “Curry Lunch” or “Kovalam” or, hopefully, 
“Both”. For those without e-mail, please call me on 01273 
719362. In due course I will send you more details and, 
in the case of the Kovalam jamboree, choice of airlines, 
accommodation etc.

Hope to see 
you there!

Armed with his paintbrushes, UK Trustee
John joined me in Kovalam last month
and has spruced up the primary school.
Both schools are looking good and well
maintained which, alas, cannot be said for
the village. As yet no president has been
elected to succeed JR, a year after his
term ended, so there’s no one at the
helm. JR’s clean up campaign was very
effective but now the rubbish is back.
They should bring back the best president
they ever had but the Tamil Nadu
Government seems to be in a state 
of chaos.
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How did you first hear about the Venkat Trust? There’s a good chance that 
you read or heard about us in the national press or on a Radio 4 programme, 
publicity always being the best way of attracting supporters - but the hardest 
nut to crack. We’ve just had an article published in the Sunday Telegraph’s 
Stella Magazine. Inevitably my original piece full of plugs for VMT has had the 
blue pencil treatment but there’s still been a good response. It can be seen on 
our website.

Congratulations to our Administrator, Aarthi, and her 
Assistant, Sabeena, both of whom have married in 
recent months. We wish them and their husbands 
every happiness in the future.

Our thanks go to Georgina Dunn for designing our 
print material and Sandra Huggett for
administrative help.
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Indoor Sports for the Primary School
What a happy day we all had at our first Indoor Sports Day (too hot for outdoors) 
for the Primary School children in the massive Janakiraman Community Hall. 
All the kids - and the watching mums - had enormous fun with skittles, quoits, 
basketball, musical chairs, putting a tail on the cat while blindfolded and a load 
of other games. There were lots of prizes, party hats, blow out whistles and, 
of course, a good tuck into biryani served on a banana leaf by our ever helpful 
university students. A good time was had by all.
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Increase in cost of sponsorship
The not so good news is that regrettably we need to increase the cost of sponsorship. We’ve managed to keep it at 
£12 for more than seven years and we’re sure that you will understand that due to the weak pound and rising costs in 
Kovalam, we need to ask for another couple of pounds, from £12 a month to £14, £8 of which will go to the child and 
£6 to savings for further education. For those who do online banking, it would help us enormously if you could make 
the change without further notice. Our bank details are: Venkat Trust, sort code: 40-24-10, account number 11349406. 
I will be sending out standing order forms to those without online facilities shortly. If the increase presents a problem, 
the savings element can be reduced and the child will still receive £8.
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Congratulations to our graduates
Congratulations to all our sponsored “children” who 
graduated this year – and huge thanks to their wonderful 
sponsors who helped to make their impossible dreams 
possible. Coming as they do from the poorest of homes, 
they have climbed a mountain to get their degrees and we 
are very proud of them. The list includes four engineering 
graduates – two boys, two girls - who deserve a special 
mention as they have battled through difficult four year 
courses to achieve their coveted Bachelor of Engineering 
degrees. Grit, determination, hard work and the wit to 
grasp the opportunities offered by the Venkat Trust have 
earned them their success. After their post grad courses 
they can look forward to glittering careers.
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Following in the graduates’ wake - some of our second, third and 
fourth year students.
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The Venkatraman Memorial Trust is a registered charity, No. 1104363
PO Box 5039, Hove BN3 5XL 

e-mail: info@venkattrust.org.uk website: www.venkattrust.org.uk tel: 01273 719363
UK Trustees: Sylvia Holder, Lindsay Swan, Sarah Da Silva, Nick Goslett, John Whelan

Kovalam Trustees: Janakiraman (JR), M. Ali

Christmas shopping list - the priceless gift of educationV
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When I was in Kovalam last month a first year university 
student told me how she burst into tears when she heard 
that she’d been awarded a scholarship. She couldn’t stop 
beaming and thanking me as until that magical moment 
her future had looked bleak. She had everything going for 
her – ambition, academically bright, charming - but the 
family couldn’t afford the university fees. No money, no 
future. Now the world is her oyster.

That is why I am again championing scholarships, either 
through contributions of any amount to our university 
fund (also used for the sponsored children’s fees) or by 
awarding your own named scholarship to a deserving 

Scholarships
young person - £1200 for a three year degree course, 
£5000 for a four year engineering course. Our sponsored 
children automatically qualify for further education, 
financed by their monthly savings, sponsors’ help and the 
Trust. But there are many very bright kids who have not 
been sponsored and desperately need our help to give 
them the chance in life they deserve. Is there any better 
present than one that will last a lifetime - a bright future 
and an end to poverty? Currently we have 12 scholarship 
students, seven of them awarded this year. We’re very 
grateful to those who responded so generously to our 
appeal in our last newsletter. 

Having announced an increase in the cost of sponsorship 
(page 3), this is probably not the best time to appeal for more 
sponsors. But I cannot stress too strongly the enormous 
difference £14 a month will make to young lives whose 
deprived, though loving, upbringing does not equip them 
for anything beyond the poverty they’ve always known. 
The money is a godsend for their welfare but, equally 
important, the Trust’s nurturing gives them confidence and 
social skills through team building, mentoring, meditation, 

Sponsorship
educational games and activities, arts and crafts, 
counselling, creating environmental awareness, English 
conversation and letter writing to their sponsors. All 
sponsored children are given the opportunity to progress 
to further education and they then have the confidence 
gained over their sponsored years to meet the challenges 
of their chosen careers. 

£14 will buy a three mile taxi ride in Manchester, two miles 
in London or a bright future for a Kovalam child. 

Balaji, five years old Ashika, eight years old Musthak, nine years old Sulthana, nine years old

 We would also be very grateful for standing orders for our day-to-day expenses which are now costing us more 
because of the weak pound. Cheques, on-line payments or donations through our website are always very 
gratefully received. They help to pay for teachers’ salaries, uniforms, books, stationery and maintenance.


