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The Venkatraman Memorial Trust, known as the Venkat Trust, was set up in 2004 in memory of Venkat, a boy

whose education was sponsored by trustee Sylvia Holder, and who sadly was killed in a road accident at the age

of 27. It provides and improves educational facilities for school children in the poor fishing village of Kovalam in
Tamil Nadu, South India.

Every penny donated goes to the Venkat Trust. All UK costs are met by the trustees.

Update from Sylvia Holder, Founder Trustee

As dawn breaks over Kovalam Beach, the fishermen bring in the night’s catch (see page 3)

The High School Saga continues... STOP PRESS!

| recently read that India was the second worst
country in the world with which to do business.
The only surprise is it didn’t top the list!

Regular newsletter readers won’t be surprised
to hear that the High School saga continues.

Although we had the signed go-ahead to start
building earlier this year, we hadn’t counted on
the vagaries of the government, or in this case

the governments. No sooner had we finally got
the signed document to start building than in
came another administration and the new Chief
Ministerdecidedthatshe shouldsignitherselfbut,
despite our best efforts, she has not yet done so.

... Chief Minister has now
signed ... building starts now!

Radio 4’s Midweek

Thanks to Midweek, where | was fortunate
enough to be a guest on a programme in
June, we now have more supporters who
have greatly helped us with donations,
standing orders and sponsorships. In fact, our

sponsorship tally is now 180, bringing much
needed support to 25 more needy children.
My thanks to all those who responded to
my interview with Libby Purves which can
still be heard via the link on our website.



Janakiraman (JR) re-elected as President of Kovalam

JR, our managing trustee in Kovalam, has just been
re-elected as President of the village for another
five years which he richly deserves. Apart from
the sterling work he does for the Trust, he has
made great strides as President to improve life in
the village with more housing, better water and
improved welfare. While in Kovalam in September,
| campaigned for him at an open air rally attended
by a thousand people! My speech, which has
been posted on our website, details just how much
he has done for the Venkat Trust and how difficult
the UK trustees’ job would have been without him.

On the stump: my speech translated by Jude, in
praise of JR.

Fund Raising Activities

Thanks to all those who have swelled our coffers
with their fund raising activities. Astonishingly our
youngest fund raiser is a four year old and at the
other end of the spectrum a couple celebrating

temptations and donated
her birthday money to
us, a wonderful gesture
indeed. Other contributions

have come from a church
coffee morning, exercise

their Golden Wedding Anniversary. Both young
Jack and the septuagenarians asked friends to
give donations to VMT instead of bringing presents  club, fund raising activities
to their birthday/anniversary parties. Thirteen at a children’'s nursery
year old Isobel resisted all teenage shopping and a sponsored walk.

& Our new film of Kovalam Life

Learning Lessons in Kovalam is our debut into film making. It's a short video of life in the village for the
children we support and their families. Salim Salam, an experienced television producer, edited our
rather wobbly footage free of charge and also recorded the voiceover. We'll be filming all the Trust’s
projects on our January visit to Kovalam and Salim has kindly agreed to edit this too. You can watch
the film at www.venkattrust.org.uk and please send it to anyone you know who might be interested.

Facebook

For any of you who are media fans and would like to keep in touch via Facebook,
we've set up a page www.facebook.com/venkattrust. Please post comments and
photographs and pass on the link to anyone who might be interested in the Trust’'s work.

Jack, our 4-year old
supporter

To our sponsors: The children love to receive letters and photographs from you but please
do not send cash as it may be stolen en route. If you wish to give them money please
send the donation to our UK address and we will give them a cheque for the equivalent
amount in rupees. A reminder of the address for all sponsored children: Child’s Name
(your surname), c/o Venkat Trust, Kailasa Nathar Koil Street, Kovalam 603112, Tamil Nadu.




A fisherman’s tale

Worryingly, fishing in Kovalam, which has always
been the mainstay of the village’'s economy, is
suffering one of its worst seasons ever. The
fish, once in abundance, are dwindling by the
day. There are no conclusive reasons for this
though the tsunami is doubtless one of the
culprits — fish supplies having depleted ever
since that tragedy. Fishing takes every form
in Kovalam — from big boats, little boats, nets,
lines to river wading, none of which is doing well.

Mohan’s family has fished for generations. He
cannot afford a boat himself so he, his father and
brother-in-law use other people’s boats - when
they can - and receive a percentage of their catch.
They live together with Mohan’s wife, mother
and children. They go out at night when the fish
are more likely to be closer to the surface. They
catch prawn, squid, octopus, crab, mackerel,

tuna, ray, barracuda, an occasional shark and
several other fish indigenous to the Bay of Bengal.

Mohan, left, with his brother in law, wife, sons and
father outside their house.

Mohan invited fellow trustee Sarah and me on
a fishing trip (mercifully not an overnight onel).
When we were about 4 kms from the shore, the
net, an astonishing kilometre in length, was
slowly released and we then dropped anchor
and waited. Their night time wait takes several
hours but for our demonstration trip the net was
pulled in after about half an hour. Apart from a
couple of little tiddlers, it looked as though the
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Four kilometres from shore and Mohan starts to
release the kilometre long fishing net.

net would be empty but suddenly up popped
a large ray which would bring in a few rupees.

The fishermen who own their boats sell their
catch on the beach and it is then taken to the
village market or to other villages. An owner of
his own small boat is Dahaha who lives with his
wife and two children. His boat was destroyed in
the tsunami and he was given a new one by the
Kovalam Tsunami Appeal, an offshoot of VMT. He
does line fishing from his boat several kilometres
from shore, using different lines for different fish.

Both families earn only just enough to eke out
a living, an average of Rs 20,000 a year which
is less than £300. JR, wearing his President’s
hat, is looking into fish farming on similar lines to
that adopted successfully in Thailand. Needless
to say this would be a hugely expensive project
and would depend entirely on how much
help was forthcoming from the Government.

Dahaha, his wife and children



Christmas Shopping List

When considering which charities you might like to help
this Christmas, please consider the Venkat Trust or, if
you’ve been on the receiving end of enough unwanted
presents, perhaps you could suggest a donation to
VMT to your friends and family. Here are a few ideas:

‘ School uniform and shoes for one child: £8
‘ A year’s fees for a child at St Joseph’s School: £30

The Venkat Tuition Centre is in need of a lick of paint.
Cost of paint and labour per room: £75

All the fun of the fair - the children enjoying
A Christmas box for the very poorest families who

are struggling to feed their children: £10 per family

the last school excursion

A rare treat for the children: the VMT annual school
excursion to places of interest and entertainment:
£7 per child.

Monthly standing orders are the lifeblood of the
charity. £3, £5, £10, £20. Any amount. They help us
enormously.

‘ Sponsorship of a needy child: £12 per month

Use your mobile to donate £5 or £10. Syed Usef Ali is one of many children in
Text VENK11 followed by the amount to 70070 need of sponsorship

Our very grateful thanks to all our supporters who, despite these difficult times, have helped
us generously throughout the year with donations, standing orders and sponsorships.

Welcome to our Our hard working
new UK Trustee, Kovalam trustees
Sarah da Silva. She enjoying some off
knows Kovalam duty time. JR (left)
well, having already and Ali are helping
been there four times Jude celebrate his
and is passionately birthday with the
interested in all the M&S cake | took with &
Trust’s projects. me to Kovalam! B

Our thanks go to Haines & Co, Hove, for preparing the annual accounts for the Charity Commission, to John Sargent of
sitewriters.co.uk for our website, Salim Salam for editing our video and to Georgina Dunn for designing the newsletter.
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