
1

The picture that says it all. Our high 
school is up and running.

The doors were opened for the first 250 pupils, nine 
teachers and the headmaster in July and already there 
is a wonderful atmosphere. Not all the classrooms 
are yet being used and Standards XVI and XVII for 
17 and 18 year olds will be incorporated in 2014 and 
2015. By that time the “arms”, providing a further eight 
classrooms, will have been built giving the school a 
1000 pupil capacity. The Etihad Sports Ground and 
the landscaped area of shady trees are now being 

built. Already an avenue of trees has been planted on 
each side of the extensive grounds.

Without you, our loyal supporters, none of this would 
have been possible. Thank you for believing in us and 
digging deep into your pockets to turn our high school 
dream into a reality. Now, the present pupils, their 
children, children’s children and all future generations 
can all look forward to an education which will ensure 
that every one of them has the opportunity to reach 
their potential. 
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Update from Sylvia Holder, Founder Trustee

The Venkatraman Memorial Trust, known as the Venkat Trust, was set up in 2004 in memory of Venkat, a 
boy whose education was sponsored by trustee Sylvia Holder, and who sadly was killed in a road accident 
at the age of 27. It provides and improves educational facilities for school children in the poor fishing village 

of Kovalam in Tamil Nadu, South India. 

Every penny donated goes to the Venkat Trust. All UK costs are met by the trustees.
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To celebrate the opening of the high school, Team 
Kovalam- JR, Ali and Jude - will be visiting the UK in 
April next year. They have worked tirelessly at every 
stage of the project and can be justly proud of what 
they have achieved. They would like to meet you, our 
supporters who have made it all possible, and we 
are arranging a curry lunch at an Indian restaurant 
in Brighton on Sunday, April 27, to which we very 
much hope you will come. It coincides with our 10 
year anniversary so it will be a double celebration. 
Further details will be sent to you nearer the time but 
meanwhile please make a note in your diary.

Clockwise from top left:
Some of the happy pupils arriving for their first day at the new     
high school.

The school’s first morning assembly. The large grounds shown here 
will become the Etihad Sports Ground and a landscaped area with 
lots of shady trees.

One of the 16 light and airy classrooms in the main building..
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A great team and the best of friends.
From left to right, Jude, JR and Ali

Among the 50 villages in the area - known as the Thripoure Block - Kovalam came top in academic results, 
school maintenance and attendance and the Panchayat school had even better results than St Joseph’s, 
the fee paying school. The school has come far since its neglected state a few years ago, so much so that 
the Government has now granted it English and Tamil streams so that those with more ability can learn all

their lessons in English.

Following the shocking rape case in Delhi, I 
have been asked frequently about Kovalam. It 
has always seemed a very safe place to me with 
a great sense of community but I asked JR for 
his views on my visit last month. He assured me 

that men had the utmost respect for women and 
that nothing like that had ever happened, or was 
likely to happen, in the village. Thankfully, village 
life bears little resemblance to the huge urban 
conurbations in India.
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So successful was last year’s Christmas card - we 
were delighted by the number of compliments we 
received—that we’ve produced another this year 
which we hope will be just as popular. 

We also have limited stocks of last year’s card. As 
before, all production and processing costs are met 
by the trustees but we are making a small charge of 
£2.50 per order towards the very high postage costs 
which we are sure you will understand. An order form 
is enclosed. It is also available on our website. We 
regret that we cannot accept orders from overseas 
supporters due to the very high postage costs.

This year’s card, top right, and last year’s, bottom right, of which 
there are limited stocks.
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University success for 
sponsored children
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Until now, with a few exceptions, our sponsorship 
scholarships have been awarded at St Joseph’s 
School. We have now found another charity to take over 
this responsibility so we can support our sponsored 
children reaching university age. We have more school 
leavers this year than ever before reaching that age. 
They come from the poorest homes in the village and 
it is to their enormous credit that most of this year’s 
group have passed the necessary exams and gone 
on to university.

Two of our first sponsored children have already 
graduated, Sumithra is now doing a Masters, Iqbal has 
started his professional life as a trainee accountant 
and can now support his very poor family.

I firmly believe that education is the only way out 
of impoverished living and I am so grateful for the 
support we have had to give the children of Kovalam 
the opportunity they deserve.

We took seven much needed donated second
hand laptops to Kovalam for the use of the

university students.

Jude at one of his monthly meetings with some of our undergrads 
and postgrads. He checks on their progress and discusses any 

problems they may have.
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The Venkatraman Memorial Trust is a registered charity, No. 1104363
PO Box 5039, Hove BN3 5XL 

e-mail: info@venkattrust.org.uk    website: www.venkattrust.org.uk    tel: 01273 719363
UK Trustees: Sylvia Holder, Lindsay Swan, Sarah Da Silva, Nick Goslett

Kovalam Trustees:  Janakiraman (JR), M. Ali, Jude Sax
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New Trustee. Welcome to Nick Goslett who has joined us as a Trustee. 
Until his retirement last year, he was a director with Deloitte Consulting 
and his prolific IT skills have been put to excellent use in the VMT office. 
He has visited Kovalam twice already.

Volunteers Sarah Morgan and Chris Ulyatt, who have just graduated, 
spent a few weeks in Kovalam. Sarah writes: “Within hours of arriving it 
was clear to see the huge difference the Venkat Trust has made. Almost 
everyone had a story of how the trust had impacted their lives. We were 
touched by the passion and commitment of the teachers in the High 
School and the enthusiasm of the pupils. It may sound cliched but the 
Venkat Trust really has changed many lives in Kovalam and the village 
wouldn’t be where it is today without all your support.”

VMT Supporter John Brankin stopped off in Kovalam on a recent trip 
to India. Thinking it would be a nice idea to take a ‘few’ children for a day 
out, he asked Ali to organise a visit to the nearby croc bank and ended 
up with 132 very happy kids. “I was proud to be with them”, he says 
“Despite being very poor, every child was immaculately dressed and 
behaved beautifully.”

Congratulations and many thanks to octogenarian Richard 
Pitcairn-Knowles,  who completed the London marathon and raised 
£6000, a third of it for VMT.  He still found time to write an art history 
book “The Unfinished Monk” which he is offering to our supporters for 
£14.99 and will donate £6 to VMT for every book sold. See our website 
for more details.

Congratulations and many thanks too to James, Natalie, Pete and 
Miranda who completed the London to Brighton bike ride, thus swelling 
our coffers by more than £600.

To build the two arms of the high school, each comprising four classrooms

For our University Fund. The cost of university courses ranges from £900 for a three Year Bachelor of Computer 
Application degree to £4000 for a four year Engineering degree. A two year post grad Masters costs about 
£2000. One of our most expensive projects but undoubtedly one of the most worthwhile.

For more sponsored children. Please help to improve the welfare and future prospects of the poorest kids in the 
village. £12 per month. Please e-mail or phone for details.

For monthly standing orders to help us pay for teachers’ salaries, books, uniforms, school fees etc.
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As always, we have a shopping list. We need help please:
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From the top: Nick 
Goslett; Sarah and
Chris with High 
School pupils; some 
of John Brankin’s 
young guests 
enjoying their picnic;

Miranda, James, Natalie and Pete still 
looking fresh after their 60 mile bike ride.
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